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statement is faulty and barely persuasive
( para. 109)

It there are six types of error and the types
of rebuke are their opposites, then there
must be twelve kinds of essential error
and particularly characteristic rebuke ( para.
110)

This book was not completely translated ( para. 111)

In comparison to what is in this book of Aristotle’s
and in the Rhetoric, what the people of the Arabic
tongue know about poetical rules is a mere trifle

( para. 112)

CONCLUSION ( para. 113 )
INDEX ( In Arabic )

L S L O T T
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Aristotle mentioned the differences between the
art of eulogy and their other poetical arts
( para. 100)

What the poet says in his own name ought to be
brief in relation to what he says by way of
representation ( para. 101)

Arlstotle’s point is that in their comparisons na -
tions have customs particularly characteristic
of them ( para. 102)

When the discourse is drawn out and has no
alteration or imitation, care ought to be
taken to present utterances which have a

clear signification ( para. 103)

There are six sorts of errors which take place in po-
etry for which the poet should be rebuked; the
first is to make a representation by means of what
is not possible ( para. 104 )

The second is to distort the representation ( para.
105 )

The third is to represent rational beings by means

of irrational things ( para. 106 )

The fourth is to compare something with the
likeness of its contrary or with its own
contrary ( para. 107 )

The f{ifth is to bring forth nouns that signify two
contrary things at the same time (para. 108 )

The sixth is to abandon poetical representation in
order to turn to persuasion and to assent

producing statements, especially when the
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That utterances correspond. to one "anéther in
extent and that meanings be both propor-
tionate to one another and balanced are
matters that must be prevalent and com -
mon in all of the utterances that ayre parts

of poetical statement ( para. 92)

Bailance in the parts of the statement comes about

in four ways ( para. 93)

The statement becomes varied or altered from the
authentic statement insofar as the nouns set
down in it correspond with resbect to
balance and extent as well as by means of
strange nouns and other kinds of alterations
( para. 94) ‘

Anything lacking alteration has nothing of po-
etical meaning about it except meter { para.
95)

Nelther simple nor compound kinds of alterations

are hidden to anyone ( para. 96)

Compound nouns lend themselves to the meter
in which one lauds outstanding men with -

out singling out any one man ( para. 97 )

The path followed with respect to the parts of narra -
tive poems like the beginning, the middle, and
the end is the same as with the parts of the art
of eulogy ( para. 98')

Reversal, discovery, and the combination of these
two, which are the parts of the dignified
art of eulogy, are also the parts of narrative

- poems ( para. 99 )
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A noun is a sound or- utterance that by itself
signifies an idea without reference to time,
though none  of its parts when taken by

itself signifies a part of the idea ( para. 83 )

A verb is a sound or utterance that signifies
an idea and the time of that idea; and
as is the case with the parts of the noun,
none of its parts when taken by itself

signifies a part of that idea { para. 84 )

Inflection pertains to the noun, statement, and

verb ( para. 85 )

A statement is a meaningful compound utterance
every one of whose parts is meaningful

when taken by itself (para. 86 )

Nouns are of two sorts, either simple or double ( para.
87)

Every noun is either authentic, alien to the
tongue, transferred and employed in a rare
way, ornamental, coined, Intellected, sepa -

rated, or altered ( para. 88)

The most excellent statement with respect to ma -
king sométhing understood is the well-
known, commonplace statement that is
obscure to no one ( para. 89 )

That is like the'poems‘bfit\‘vo individuals
well - known to the Greeks (para. 90)

Dignified eulogious statements are made up of

the comm'onplace and of the oth‘e/r kinds of

nouns ( para. 91)
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One can go on at length enumerating the topics
of discoveries ( para. 72)
In every eulogy, there is a binding and a loosing of
-its parts ( para. 73 )
There are four kinds of eulogies ( para. 74 )
Some poets excel at making long drawn - out odes,
while others excel at short poems and short
odes ( paras. 75)
For some imitations and ideas long meters are
suitable, for others short ones ( para. 76)
External matters or the attitudes suggested in the poet’s
voice and manner may be added to the things
that constitute poems ( para. 77 )
With respect to these matters, it may be sufficient
for the poet to employ the patterns par-
ticularly characteristic of each and every

sort of statement ( para. 78 )

CHAPTER SEVEN : ELEMENTS OF SPEECH, USE OF
NOUNS, AND REBUKES OF THE
POET. . . . . .. ... .. . . 109-13¢
Every poetic discourse may be broken up into seven
elements of speech ( para. 79)
The syllable is a meaningless sound composed
of a voiced and an unvoiced letter ( para.
80)
The conjunction is a compound sound that has
no meaning when taken by itself ( para.
81) ’
The disjunction is also a compound sound that
has no meaning when taken by itself ( para.
82) B
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As with the endings of speeches, the endings of
poems must point to character - traits that
are the object of eulogy ( para. 61)

Comparison and representation are eulogies of

things of the utmost excellence ( para. 62)

In his imaginative depictions and representations the
poet must stick closely to the things customarily
employed in comparison ( para. 63)

Many kinds of discoveries proceed in an excelleut
fashion accordiing to artful method ( para.
64 )

Another kind is the one that falls more
under the  heading of assent and per-
suasion than imitation ( para. 65)

The third- kind is the one that takes place
by means of memory ( para. 66)

“The fourth kind is to mention that one indi-
vidual is similar to another ( para. 67 )

The fifth kind is false exaggeration and is
employed by the sophistical sorts of
poets ( paras. 68)

The sixth kind is used by the Arabs and
consists in putting inanimate bodies
in the place of rational beings ( para.
69)

Excellent discovery and reversal are concerned
with voluntary actions ( para. 70)

The poetical narrative becomes excellent and at-
tains utmost perfection when the poet de-
scribes something so that the listeners see it as
though it were sense - perceptible ( para. 71)
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The topics from which the art of eulogy may be made
( para. 50)

Why eulogies ought to be composed of a mixture of
discoveries and reversals and of the representa -
tions that arouse frightening and tender affections
( para. 51)

Compassion and tenderness are aroused by men -
tioning the misery unnecessarily occurring
to someone who does not deserve it ( para.
52 )

The finest eulogies are those having a mention
of the virtues as well as of sorrowful, fear-
some,"and tender things ( para. 53)

Thus it is an error to censure anyone who makes
these myths part of his poetry ( para. 54 )

What occurs to sight ought to be used to bring

“forth the frightening and sorrowful myth
( para. 55) '
- Eulogies of the virtues are not to be found in the
poems of the Arabs ( para. 56)
Yet the pleasure suited to the art of eulogy is
.- being pleased by the imitation of the virtues
( para, 57)

‘The things whose representation produces pleasure
without any accompanying sadness or fear
are known. ( para. 58)

Praise ought to be about virtuous actions which
originate from will and knowledge ( para.
59°)

The : characters that ought to be represented in eulogy

-( para. 60°)



In: the art of eulogy, one must have tecourse
to existing matters rather than to those
with invented names for representations
of things ( para. 39)

In some instances exceptionally fine poets may
resort to employing things external to the
art of poetry ( para. 40)

The distinction between reversal and discovery and
between simple and complex representation ( para.
41)

Examples of reversal and discovery ( para. 42)

The finest kind of discovery is that mixed with
reversal ( para. 43)

Discovery and reversal may be employed with

respect to both inanimate and animate things
~ { para, 44) - : '

Discovery with respect to inanimate things
predominates in the poems of the Arabs
( para. 45)
Discovery and reversal with respect to human things
| are used to encourage people to pursue
or to flee something ( para. 46 )
A third part of the rart of eulogy is that which gives

rise to affections of the soul ( para. 47 )

CHAPTER SIX : THE PARTS OF THE ART OF EULOGY
AS CONCERNS QUANTITY AND THE
TOPICS COMPRISING IT . . . . . ..
The parts of the art of eulogy with respect to quantity
_( para. 48)
Three of them are found in the poems of the
Arabs ( para. 49)
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The second part of the art of eulogy is character
( para. 26)

Belief is the third part of the art of eulogy ( para.
27)

The earliest founders of regimes established
beliefs by means of poetical statements
(para. 28)

The fourth of these parts is meter (para. 29)
The fifth part is harmony ( para. 30)
The sixth part is spectacle ( para. 31)

The scientific art that makes known what poems are
made of and how they are made is more com -
pletely authoritative than the art of making poems
(para. 32)

CHAPTER FIVE: HOW WHAT CONSTITUTES POETRY
ISENHANCED . . .. . ... . ...
A discussion of the things by which the matters con-

stituting poetry are enhanced ( para. 33)

Poetical discourse is like demonstrative instruc -

tion with respect to length ( para. 34)

Why the art of eulogy is distinct from any kind
~ of competition (para. 35)

A poem is enhanced by not dwelling at Iength on
everything that happens to the principal subject
(para. 36)

Not all poets have been mindful of this rule
( para. 37)

Representation that comes about by means of false
inventions is not part of the poet’s activity ( para,
38)

73- 82
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CHAPTER THREE: THE EVOLUTION OF THE SORTS
OF POETRY . . . . . . .. ...

There are two causes that naturally give rise to poetry
in people ( para. 13)
How the poetic arts are perfected ( para. 14)
These are the matters in this chapter that are
common to all or most nations ( para. 15)
The most defective and shortest poems are the early
ones ( para. 16 )
A sign that these kinds first occur to people
( para. 17)
The intention in satire is not to represent everything
that is evil and base { para. 18 )
Three aspects of what is ridiculous are to be found
in the face of the ridiculous person ( para.
19)

CHAPTER FOUR: THE ART OF EULOGY AND ITS

The art of eulogy is brought into being by using long
poetic meters in it rather than short ones
(para. 20)

The first thing to be done in the art of poetic eulogy

is to enumerate the honorable matters that are
to be imitated ( para. 21)

There are six parts to tlie art of eulogy ( para. 22)

Character and belief are the major parts of eulogy
( para. 23)

Spectacle explains the correctness of belief
( para. 24 )

The mythic statement, which is the first of the

six parts of eulogy, has two parts insofar
as it makes a representation ( para. 25 )

63- 66

67-72
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ting on the art of Arabic poetry. That is, Averroes analyzes Arabic
poetry much as Aristotle analyzes Greek poetry. He does, of
course, explain the merit of Aristotle’s argument and points to the
differences between Greek and Arabic poetry, but he is far more
intent upon using Aristotle’s general remarks to explore the mer-
its of Arabic poetry. In the course of his exposition he refers
extensively to verses of Arabic poetry and to various Arabic poets,
never hesitating to pass judgment oun the quality of the verses or
the poetic merit of the poets themselves. In this respect Averroes’
commentary also stands apart from Farabi’s two treatises on the
art of poetics and from Avicenna’s Book on the Art of Poetry
found in his famous Shkifa. Farabi does not cite a single verse of
poetry in either of his treatises, and Avicenna cites only one
hemistich. This, then, is the only book which investigates the art
of Arabic poetry from the perspective of philosophy. In addition
it has particular philosophical merit, for it is the only book to

investigate the art of poetry as a logical art and as a tool to be
used in ruling the virtuous regime. ’

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the persons and institutions
who have contributed so generously to the appearance of this
volume. Above all, I am grateful to Professor Muhsin Mahdi for
his encouragement, assistance, and guidance. I would also like to
thank the Graduate Research Board of the University of Maryland
and the Fulbright Islamic Civilization Program for material assis -
tance. And I am especially appreciative for the gracious -manner
in which Dr. Izz al-Din Ismail, Director of the General Egyptian
Book Organization, has agreed to carry on a project begun

under bis predecessors, Dr. Mahmud al-Shunaity and the regretted
Salah Abd al- Sabour.

C. E.B.
CAIRO
July, 1984



PREFACE

This is the eighth volume in a series of critical editions of
the Arabic text of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s
logical works. The seven other volumes, all but the last two of
which have already been published in this same series of critical
editions of Averroes’ Arabic text, are the Middle Commentaries
on Aristotle’s Categories, De Interpretatione. Prior Analytics,
Posterior Analytics, Topics, De Sophisticis Elenchis, and Rhetoric.
Work has almost been completed on those last two volumes, and
they should be published quite soon. It should also be noted that
my English translation of this edition of Averroes’ Middle Com -
mentary on Aristotle’s Poetics is now in press and should soon
take its place alongside my earlier translations of Averroes’ Middle
Commentary on Aristotle’s Categories and Middle Commentary
on Aristotle’s De Interpretatione. Hopefully, English translations
of the other volumes, all based on these new critical editions of

the Arabic text, will appear in the not too distant future.

Although the eighth of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on
Aristotle’s logical works, this volume is numbered as the ninth
because Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Porphyry's Isagoge,
which to our knowledge has not survived in the Arabic original,
represents the introduction to these works and is designated as the
first volume of the series. The Hebrew version of that work has
survived and has been edited as the first volume.

This commentary stands apart from Averroes’ Middle Com -
mentaries on Aristotle’s logical works in that his goal here is less
that of commenting on Aristotle’s general argument and explaining
as well as defending it against the criticisms of those who have

understood neither its significance nor merit than that of commen-
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